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STRENGTHENING THE IMPACT OF EDUCATION RESEARCH – EXPERT MEETING 
For Official Use 

Expert meeting: Research production 

Background and objectives 

The meeting is part of the Strengthening the Impact of Education Research project that supports 

countries in understanding how to use education research in policy and practice, systematically and at 

scale. For that to happen, we need good education research in the first place. 

The nature and sources of education research as well as its quality and relevance for policy and practice 

have long been debated. What purpose should education research serve? Which methodologies are the 

highest quality and most useful for addressing various questions? How, by whom and under what 

circumstances should research be produced? How should it be financed? Following the opinion pieces 

written by a small but diverse group of experts about some of these questions, this meeting offers a space 

to react to each other and take the conversation forward. 

Four cross-cutting themes have emerged from the opinion pieces: Research quality and scientific rigour; 

the nature and quality of collaboration between researchers and practitioners; ethical considerations of 

democratised education research; and better policies for education research. The aim of this discussion is 

to understand the links between these themes and the diverse views of the experts; and identify questions 

that we still need to answer to be able to move away from opinions and towards an evidence-based agenda 

for the production of education research.  

The objectives of this meeting are:  

• Explore current challenges in creating a more robust, cumulative knowledge base in 

education. 

• Discuss the role of actors in the production of research, and the interplay between 

production and use. 

• Identify specific questions that can drive research production towards better quality, 

cumulative and more relevant education research.  

List of participants 

John Bangs, Education International 

Adam Gamoran, William T. Grant Foundation, United States 

Martin Henry, Education International 

Emese K. Nagy, Hejőkeresztúr Primary School, University of Miskolc, Hungary 

Jonathan Kay, Education Endowment Foundation, United Kingdom 

Tine Prøitz, University of South-Eastern Norway 

Mark Schneider, Institute of Educational Sciences, United States 

Dirk Van Damme, Centre for Curriculum Design, formerly: OECD 

Makito Yurita, National Institute for School Teachers and Staff Development, Japan  

OECD: Nóra Révai, Melissa Mouthaan, Mykolas Steponavicius, José Manuel Torres, Jordan Hill, Aurelija 

Masiulytė  
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Friday 21 October at 13:00 - 15:00 (Paris time, CET) 

13:00 - 13:10 

Welcome and introduction  

• Nóra Révai, OECD  

13:10 - 13:55 

Item 1. How can we create a more robust and more cumulative knowledge base in education? 

Accessibility and relevance of research, and mechanisms that drive production 

• Data from the OECD policy survey, Melissa Mouthaan, OECD 

Discussion: Strengths and limitations of current research production  

What do we mean by cumulative research? How can we systematically identify research gaps? 

What have been the positive trends in research production?  

What is still missing despite this evolution? 

What does the above mean for funding structures and systemic incentives?  

13:55 - 14:40 

Item 2. Interplay between research production and use: The role of actors in research  

Stakeholders’ engagement in research production 

• Data from the OECD policy survey, Mykolas Steponavicius, OECD 

Discussion: Opportunities and challenges of research engagement; and interplay between 

production and use  

Who should be involved in the different phases of research and how? 

How do policy makers, practitioners and intermediaries produce and use research? 

What do we know about actor engagement, and what don’t we know (where are the research gaps)? How 

and under what circumstances does it lead to more relevant, more robust research and increased use? 

What does the above mean for funding structures and systemic incentives?  

14:40 - 14:55 

Item 3. Better policies for better education research  

Discussion: Remaining questions to answer to support countries in driving education research 

What are the research gaps that, if addressed, could help support countries and institutions to better connect 

research production and use? 

How could we fill those gaps? What role could the OECD play? 

14:55 - 15:00 

Item 4. Closing and next steps  

• Nóra Révai, OECD 

End of meeting – Thank you! 

 


